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Bürgerentlastungsgesetz Krankenversicherung:  

Ambivalente Effekte auf die Lohnsteuer  

Sven Stöwhase  

Abstract 

From 2010 on, a new tax law (“Bürgerentlastungsgesetz”), which allows for more 

generous deductions, lowers total revenue from income taxation by more than 9 

billion Euros per year. In addition, this new law leads to extensive changes 

concerning the source taxation of wage income. The present paper explores these 

effects and shows that wage taxes increase for some tax payers, despite the fact that 

their final tax liability decreases. On the other hand, the new law reduces the wage 

tax of secondary wage earners and thereby helps to diminish the negative work 

incentives associated with the German income tax system. 

JEL-Classification: H24, H31, D33, J13 

 

Die fiskalische Nachhaltigkeit der Zuwanderung in Deutschland – 

Eine Analyse anhand der Generationenbilanzierung  

Christian Hagist, Stefan Moog und Bernd Raffelhüschen  

Abstract 

Immigration has a twofold impact on the sustainability of German fiscal policy. First, 

due to its positive impact on population size the fiscal burden spreads more 

shoulders i.e. the burden per capita declines (demographic effect). Second, the 

socioeconomic differences across natives and immigrants imply a structural effect, 

whose sign cannot be determined a priori. Based on the method of Generational 

Accounting the present paper finds that the overall impact of immigration on the 

sustainability of Germany’s fiscal policy is positive. This over all positive impact stems 

from the demographic effect, which outweighs the negative structural effect of 

immigration. Regarding the design of migration policies we find that considerable 

gains in sustainability may be reaped by attracting a larger share of high-skilled 

immigrants, while the positive impact of present immigration may turn negative if the 

integration of especially the second and third generation of immigrants into society 

fails. 

JEL-Classification: H60, J10, E62 
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Wirtschaftspoliotisches Forum 

Energiepolitik in der Europäischen Union: Versorgungssicherheit 

und Effizienz durch Wettbewerb oder Regulierung?  

Europe’s current energy strategy focuses on a functioning internal energy market, 

security of supply, energy efficiency and the development and deployment of 

renewable energy technologies. Marc Bettzüge, Christian Growitsch and Timo Panke 

discuss selected European energy policy actions from an economic perspective. 

They find that several activities seem economically reasonable in general. This 

assessment depends however on a cost efficient and incentive compatible 

implementation. Also, the current equilibrium of national sovereignty and European 

coordination does not seem to be stable in the long run if the European Union sticks 

to its challenging transformation targets. Instead, a further deepening of coordination 

is necessary, ending in a true convergence of European energy policy, they argue. 

Gert Brunekreeft and Roland Meyer argue, that the increasing share of renewables in 

generation leads to a structural change in electricity markets. As the utilization of 

conventional generators decreases in the short run, fixed costs of those power plants 

have to be recovered through high price spikes in times of scarce capacities. 

Moreover, for the longer run, given the technological peculiarities of power supply, 

the price spikes may not be strong enough to induce adequate capacity investments 

to ensure an efficient level of supply security. They state that a solution may be to 

complement the energy-only markets by capacity markets. The latter provide 

revenues not only for the electricity actually sold but also for available capacity in 

order to reduce the utilisation risk, in particular for peak load plants that may be 

dispatched only for a small fraction of the time. Such an approach requires 

substantial reform of market design though. 

Justus Haucap points out that, a Europeanisation of energy policies is desirable 

because the three main objectives of energy policy (climate protection, security of 

supply and competitiveness) have cross-border impacts. Hence, it is good that the 

European Union has been granted a competence for energy policy in the article 194 

of the Lisbon treaty. In addition, it is good that the European Commission has 

published its long-term strategy to stabilize expectations which is important for 

infrastructure investment. He states that, it is regrettable though that price signals, 

competition and market principles only play a minor role for the Commission while 

rather doubtful objectives such as fostering energy efficiency and promoting 

renewable dominate the agenda. The Commission’s strategy is mainly characterized 

by bureaucratic dirigisme, intense regulation, state planning and public subsidies. 

The road to a centrally planned energy industry is being walked down fast. 

JEL-Classification: D04, L52, L94, Q48, Q58 
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Das deutsche Glücksspielmonopol – Eine ordnungspolitische und 

rechtsökonomische Analyse  

Martin Engel und Lars Hornuf  

Abstract 

The article investigates the attempt by the German legislator to monopolize the 

national gambling market. Since January 2008, the new gambling treaty aims to 

organize the gambling market in a well-regulated manner as well as to reduce 

gambling addiction. An analysis of the market structure reveals that the treaty lacks a 

reasonable economic justification. Moreover, an empirical investigation of current 

market practices shows that the prohibition of online gambling has led to various 

monopoly avoidance strategies on the part of both the German gambling industry 

and gamblers themselves. Finally, the new regulation faces various legal challenges 

with respect to the EU Services Directive. The article proposes an alternative 

regulation, which may overcome the current economic and legal difficulties. 

JEL-Classification: L12, L83, K 

 

Das Wettmonopol in Deutschland: Status quo und Reformansätze  

Mario Maschke und Ulrich Schmidt  

Abstract 

This paper focuses on the legal monopoly for sporting bets in Germany. We analyze 

the pricing behavior of the monopolist ODDSET and find that typical pricing 

inefficiencies on betting markets are reinforced under the monopoly. This result in 

conjunction with the decreasing tax revenue may motivate a liberalization of betting 

markets in Germany. We consider several tax designs for a liberalized market and 

favor gross earnings as tax base.  

JEL-Classification: D42, D84, G14. 


